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Executive summary
As part of the RePAST work on Dissemination, Innovation and Policy
Recommendations), D6.10 involves the development of the syllabi of three courses
on Dark Tourism (two academic courses at the undergraduate and postgraduate
level) and one course for professionals in the tourism sector (MooC).
The courses’ material offers an understanding of the concept of dark tourism and aim
at demystifying dark as well as bridging theory and practice. In line with RePAST
research, the eight different case studies of RePAST are discussed in relation to four
historical threats (WWII and Holocaust, Totalitarian/Communist, Authoritarian past
and Colonial Past). Simultaneously, various other dark tourism monuments, sites and
events will be analysed such as the Dracula Park in Romania, the Old Melbourne Gaol
in Australia, the Cemetery at Père Lachaise in Paris, the Weaste Cemetery in Salford
UK, the Battlefields of the First World War, the Museum of Holocaust in Oświęcim in
Poland, and Genocide Sites in places such as Rwanda, Cambodia and Kosovo.
The deliverable includes a detailed report of the Piloting & Testing of the two
academic courses that took place during the Spring term 2020/2021 in Cyprus, and
concludes with a description of the strategy for the delivery of courses in a
sustainable fashion after the end of the project.
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1. Introduction
This deliverable is part of WP6 (Dissemination, Innovation and Policy Recommendations), which
aimed at disseminating research outputs widely i.e. to the academic community, stakeholders,
cultural tourism professionals, officials, as well as the general public. More specifically, the object of
Deliverable D6.10 falls within Task 6.3 (“Dark tourism” webinars for cultural tourism professionals
and courses for students of tourism degree programs), whose main activity consisted in the
organization of webinars for qualified tourist guides on how to deal with troubled pasts, drawing on
research findings on the contested past of each case study (see Deliverable D6.9 “Webinars for
tourism professionals).
In addition to this activity, D6.10 consists in the creation of a series of university courses, combining
the research findings of the analysis of each case study, offered through an online e-learning
platform. The course material aims at critically assessing the ways in which troubled pasts live on
today in media, historical, cultural and political discourses, comparing the different case studies.
The revised work programme of RePAST, which was elaborated to adapt to the conditions created
by the COVID-19 pandemic, included the creation of three university courses on cultural “dark”
tourism offered to a) undergraduate students b) postgraduate students and c) tourism
professionals via an online educational platform, delivered by a CUT’s associate (Maria Hadjielia
Drotarova) who specializes in Dark tourism, aiming at reaching potentially 200 students.
In what follows, we first lay out the three syllabi that were developed. Next, we present the report
of Piloting & Testing of the two academic courses and we conclude with the timeline for the next
steps i.e. the actual delivery of the e-courses.

2. Courses’ syllabi
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2.1 Undergraduate course

Strengthening European integration through the analysis of conflict discourses:
revisiting the past, anticipating the future
Introduction to Dark Tourism and Troubled Pasts
Course Description:
This online course is structured for bachelor’s degree students in the field of tourism/ tourism
studies. The main purpose of this online course is to help students gain an understanding of the
concept of dark tourism, which involves the touristic development of historical events and sites
associated with violence and death. Specifically, this course aims to demystify dark tourism that
focuses on places with a particular troubled period in their past and to bridge theory and practice
on dark tourism and troubled past.
During this online course, which is part of the H2020 research project RePAST, eight different case
studies will be discussed (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Kosovo,
Poland, and Spain) in relation to four historical threats (WWII and Holocaust,
Totalitarian/Communist, Authoritarian past and Colonial Past). Simultaneously, throughout this
course various dark tourism monuments, sites and events, will be analysed such as the Dracula
Park in Romania, the Old Melbourne Gaol in Australia, the Cemetery at Père Lachaise in Paris, the
Weaste Cemetery in Salford UK, the Battlefields of the First World War, the Museum of Holocaust
in Oświęcim in Poland, and Genocide Sites in places such as Rwanda, Cambodia and Kosovo.
Through online seminars and forum discussions (via virtual campus) the online course aims to: (a)
familiarize students with the concept and theory of dark tourism (b) inform students about the
connection between the concepts of ‘dark tourism’ and ‘troubled past’ in the field of tourism.
The online course has been organized in a way that students can improve their research skills by
writing a critical literature review around the contemporary debates in the field of dark tourism.
Simultaneously, students will gradually build their own critical skills and understanding of the links
between dark tourism and troubled past by writing a critical essay of their own country’s dark
tourism commercialization of troubled past.

Learning Outcomes:
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Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Define the concept of dark tourism, and its ontological, epistemological, and philosophical
underpinnings;
2. Discuss about the ways dark tourism is placed and researched in the field of tourism
literature;
3. Comprehend the drivers and motives of tourists’ attention to dark tourism;
4. Understand and discuss the connections between dark tourism and troubled past;
5. Explain the different forms of troubled past;
6. Discuss critically their own country’s dark tourism (actual or potential) commercialization of
troubled past;
7. Describe orally through presentations and sufficiently communicate with third parties their
personal involvement in troubled past;
8. Develop skills in academic writing.
9. Perform a bibliographic review.

Textbooks:
Hooper, G. and Lennon, J.J. eds., 2016. Dark tourism: Practice and Interpretation. Routledge.
Lennon, J., Foley, M. 2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction of Death and Disaster. London:
Continuum.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and practice of dark
tourism. Channel view publications.

Recommended Additional Readings:
Alexandra, D.M., Alexandru, C. and Larisa, T., 2014. Dark Tourism, Romania and Dracula. The
perceptions of potential American tourists. The Annals of the University of Oradea.
Alderman, D.H. 2002. Writing on the Graceland wall: on the importance of authorship in
pilgrimage landscapes. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 27-35.
Ashworth, G.J. and Isaac, R.K., 2015. Have we illuminated the dark? Shifting perspectives on
‘dark’tourism. Tourism Recreation Research, 40(3), pp.316-325.
Ashworth, G., 2015. 13 Ethnic conflict: Is Heritage Tourism Part of the Solution or Part of the
Problem?. Transformational Tourism: Host perspectives, p.167.
Belk, R.W., Wallendorf, M. and Sherry Jr, J.F., 1989. The sacred and the profane in consumer
behavior: Theodicy on the odyssey. Journal of consumer research, 16(1), pp.1-38.
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F. and Farmaki, A., 2013. Dark tourism revisited: A supply/demand
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conceptualisation. International Journal of Culture, tourism, and Hospitality Research.
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F., Buda, D.M. and McIntosh, A.J., 2013. Dark tourism and voyeurism: tourist
arrested for “spying” in Iran. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality
Research.
Biran, A., Poria, Y. and Oren, G., 2011. Sought experiences at (dark) heritage sites. Annals of
Tourism Research, 38(3): 820-841.
Campbell, C., 1987. The romantic ethic and the spirit of modern consumerism (p. 123). Oxford: B.
Blackwell.
Coble, P. 2007. China’s ‘New Remembering’ of the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance, 1937-1945.
China Quarterly, 190: 394–410.
Cohen, E.H., 2011. Educational dark tourism at an in populo site: The Holocaust Museum in
Jerusalem. Annals of Tourism Research, 38(1): 193-209.
Dann, G.M.S. & Seaton, A.V. (eds) 2001. Slavery, Contested Heritage and Thanatourism. New York:
Haworth Hospitality Press.
Droumpouki, A.M., 2016. Shaping Holocaust memory in Greece: memorials and their public history.
National Identities, 18(2): 199-216.
Foley, M. and Lennon, J.J., 1996. JFK and dark tourism: A fascination with assassination.
International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 198-211.
Fonseca, A.P., Seabra, C. and Silva, C., 2015. Dark tourism: Concepts, typologies and sites. Journal of
Tourism Research & Hospitality.
Ghadban, S., El Maalouf, H. and Zaki, M.A., 2015. Dark tourism in Lebanon: A bright opportunity to
be pursued. International Journal of Tourism & Hospitality Reviews, 2(1): 53-60.
Henderson, J.C. 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of Vietnam. International Journal of
Tourism Research, 2: 269-280.
Heuermann, K. and Chhabra, D., 2014. The darker side of dark tourism: An authenticity perspective.
Tourism Analysis, 19(2): 213-225.
Holt, D. (1995) How consumers consume: a typology of consumption practices. Journal of
Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Kunwar, R.R. and Karki, N., 2019. Dark tourism: Understanding the concept and recognizing the
values. Journal of APF Command and Staff College, 2(1): 42-59.
Laifer, A.C., 1994. Never Again-The Concentration Camps in Bosnia-Herzegovina: A Legal Analysis of
Human Rights Abuses. NEw EuR. L. REv., 2: 159.
Liyanage, S., Coca-Stefaniak, J.A. and Powell, R., 2015. Dark destinations–visitor reflections from a
holocaust memorial site. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Light, D., 2017. Progress in dark tourism and thanatourism research: An uneasy relationship with
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heritage tourism. Tourism Management, 61: 275-301.
Lennon, J.J. & Foley, M. 2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction of Death and Disaster. London:
Cassell.
Lennon, J.J., 2009. Tragedy and heritage: the case of Cambodia. Tourism Recreation
Research, 34(1): 35-43.
Lennon, J., 2018. Kanchanaburi and the Thai-Burma Railway: Disputed narratives in the
interpretation of War. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Kabashi, H., 2016. Kosovo–Constitutional Rights and Their Abuse in the Totalitarian Yugoslav State
(1981-1990). European Journal of Sustainable Development, 5(2): 57.
Knudsen, B.T., 2010. The past as staged-real environment: Communism revisited in the crazy guides
communism tours, Kraków, Poland. Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change, 8(3): 139-153.
Markusen, E., 1993. Lessons and Legacies: The meaning of the Holocaust in a changing world.
Holocaust & Genocide Stud., 7: 263.
McKenzie, B., 2011. Marketing of the dark: “Memento Park” in Budapest. Emerald Emerging
Markets Case Studies.
de-Miguel-Molina, M. and Barrera-Gabaldón, J.L., 2019. Controversial heritage: The Valley of the
Fallen. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research.
Molina-Burguera, G., 2010. Managing Conflict: The Management and Interpretation of Spanish Civil
War Sites. Conservation and Management of Archaeological Sites, 12(1): 39-59.
Mamoulaki, E., 2016. In search of the exile past: pilgrims and visitors to the island of Ikaria and
their bearing on the historical past. International Journal of Tourism Anthropology, 5(3-4):
204-220.
Miles, W.F., 2002. Auschwitz: Museum interpretation and darker tourism. Annals of Tourism
Research, 29(4): 1175-1178.
Miles, S., 2014. Battlefield sites as dark tourism attractions: An analysis of experience. Journal of
Heritage Tourism, 9(2): 134-147.
Podoshen, J.S., 2017. Trajectories in Holocaust tourism. Journal of Heritage Tourism, 12(4): 347364.
Pohl, D., 2004. War, occupation and the holocaust in Poland. In The historiography of the Holocaust
(pp. 88-119). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Reinhartz, D., 1999. Unmarked graves: the destruction of the Yugoslav Roma in the Balkan
Holocaust, 1941–1945. Journal of Genocide Research, 1(1): 81-89.
Seaton, A.V. (2002) Thanatourism’s final frontiers? Visits to cemeteries, churchyards and funerary
sites as sacred and secular pilgrimage. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 73- 82.
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to thanatourism. International Journal of
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Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244.
Seaton, A. 2009. Purposeful Otherness: Approaches to the Management of Thanatourism. In The
Darker Side of Travel: The Theory and Practice of Dark Tourism, edited by Sharpley, R.,
Stone, P., 75–108. Bristol: Channel View.
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a typology of dark tourism. Taking
tourism to the limits: Issues, concepts and managerial perspectives, pp.217-228.
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A thanatological perspective. Annals of
Tourism Research, 35(2): 574-595.
Stone, P.R., Hartmann, R., Seaton, A.V., Sharpley, R. and White, L. eds., 2018. The Palgrave
handbook of dark tourism studies (pp. 335-354). London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Stone, P.R., 2006. A dark tourism spectrum: Towards a typology of death and macabre related
tourist sites, attractions and exhibitions. Turizam: međunarodni znanstveno-stručni
časopis, 54(2): 145-160.
Stone, P., 2005. Dark tourism-An old concept in a new World. Tourism, (125), p.20.
Stone, P., 2013. Dark tourism scholarship: A critical review. International Journal of Culture,
Tourism and Hospitality Research, 7(3): 307-318. DOI 10.1108/IJCTHR-06-2013-0039
Strange, C. & Kempa, M. 2003. Shades of dark tourism: Alcatraz and Robben Island. Annals of
Tourism Research, 30(2): 386-405.
Tunbridge, J.E. & Ashworth, G.L. 1996. Dissonant Heritage: The Management of the Past as a
Resource in Conflict. John Wiley & Sons: Chichester, UK.
Vladisavljević, N., 2014. Popular protest in authoritarian regimes: evidence from communist and
post-communist states. Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 14(2): 139-157.

Websites and Videos:
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284420858

Weekly Topics and Schedule:
WEEK
Week
1

DESCRIPTION
Introduction to the module - Introduction to Dark Tourism
A. Dark tourism and its place within tourism
B. Story of dark tourism
•
•

Dark tourism roots: Black Spots Tourism
Dark tourism, as a concept
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Useful readings:
Ashworth, G.J. and Isaac, R.K., 2015. Have we illuminated the dark? Shifting
perspectives on ‘dark’tourism. Tourism Recreation Research, 40(3): 316-325.
Ashworth, G., 2015. 13 Ethnic conflict: Is Heritage Tourism Part of the Solution
or Part of the Problem?. Transformational Tourism: Host perspectives, p.167.
Foley, M. and Lennon, J.J., 1996. JFK and dark tourism: A fascination with
assassination. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 198-211.
Ghadban, S., El Maalouf, H. and Zaki, M.A., 2015. Dark tourism in Lebanon: A
bright opportunity to be pursued. International Journal of Tourism & Hospitality
Reviews, 2(1): 53-60.
Kunwar, R.R. and Karki, N., 2019. Dark tourism: Understanding the concept and
recognizing the values. Journal of APF Command and Staff College, 2(1): 42-59.
Light, D., 2017. Progress in dark tourism and thanatourism research: An uneasy
relationship with heritage tourism. Tourism Management, 61: 275-301.
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284420858
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to
thanatourism. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244.
Seaton, A. 2009. “Purposeful Otherness: Approaches to the Management of
Thanatourism.” In The Darker Side of Travel: The Theory and Practice of Dark
Tourism, edited by Sharpley, R., Stone, P., 75–108. Bristol: Channel View.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and
practice of dark tourism. Channel view publications:
Chapter 1 Shedding Light on Dark Tourism: An Introduction RICHARD SHARPLEY,
p. 3 – 12 only
‘The Rise of Dark Tourism’, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e3qWwa6cTU
Netflix series ‘Dark Tourism’ https://www.netflix.com/cy/title/80189791
C. Discussion on course (group and individual) assignments, forum discussions,
and weekly sessions.
Week 1 - Forum discussion: Why should we study dark tourism? Write and support
your answer with relevant literature (approx. 4-5 references, 200–250 words).
Week
2

Dark Tourism: An old concept in a new world
A. An old concept in a new world:
• Dark Tourism is an old concept.
• First dark tourism attractions.
Useful readings:
Alderman, D.H. 2002. Writing on the Graceland wall: on the importance of
authorship in pilgrimage landscapes. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 27-35.
Tunbridge, J.E. & Ashworth, G.L. 1996. Dissonant Heritage: The Management of
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the Past as a Resource in Conflict. John Wiley & Sons: Chichester, UK.
Lennon, J.J. & Foley, M. 2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction of Death and
Disaster. London: Cassell.
Henderson, J.C. 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of Vietnam.
International Journal of Tourism Research, 2: 269-280.
Seaton, A.V. 2002. Thanatourism’s final frontiers? Visits to cemeteries,
churchyards and funerary sites as sacred and secular pilgrimage. Tourism
Recreation Research, 27(2): 73-82.
Week 2 - Forum discussion: Discuss dark tourism characteristics. You do not need to
support your answer with relevant references (200–250 words).
Week
3

Dark Tourism: A field of study, its perspectives and philosophical underpinnings
A. Dark tourism: A field of study in an ever-challenging global higher education
market
• Dark tourism as a field of study,
• Dark Tourism Research Center, and the most recent research on dark tourism,
• A branding of dark tourism (research), and
• Dark tourism as a theoretical framework.
Useful readings:
Stone, P., 2013. Dark tourism scholarship: A critical review. International Journal
of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research, 7(3): 307-318. DOI
10.1108/IJCTHR-06-2013-0039
B.
•
•
•
•
•

Perspectives and philosophical underpinnings
Dark tourism and death
The social neutralization
Dark tourism reflexivity, desacralization and institutional sequestration.
Dark tourism as a behavioral phenomenon.
Dark travel activities.

Useful readings:
Coutinho, B. and Baptista, M.M., Dark Tourism as Humanist Leisure Experience–
approximations between seemingly distant concepts O Turismo Negro como
Experiência de Ócio Humanista–aproximações entre conceitos aparentemente
distantes.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and
practice of dark tourism. Channel view publications:
Chapter 1 Shedding Light on Dark Tourism: An Introduction RICHARD SHARPLEY,
p. 12 – 16 only
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to
thanatourism. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/13527259608722178
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A thanatological
perspective. Annals of Tourism Research, 35(2): 574-595.
Week 3 - Forum discussion: Discuss the ontological and epistemological perspective of
dark tourism. Read the article by Stone and Sharpley (2008), as well; Write and support
your answer with relevant literature (approx. 4-5 references, 200–250 words).
Week
4

Towards a Typology of Dark Tourism (1)
A. Introduction to dark tourism types:
• Infinite variety of dark tourism forms.
• There may be a variety of motivations amongst different tourists to the same
site.
• Typology of consumption practices - four metaphors of consumption
Useful readings:
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a typology of dark
tourism. Taking tourism to the limits: Issues, concepts and managerial
perspectives, pp.217-228.
B. Typology of Dark Tourism: Consumption of Dark Tourism
•

Four possible ‘metaphors’ of consumption Holt (1995):

B1. Dark Tourism as Experience
•
-

Dark tourism experiences consumed to give phenomenological meaning to
tourists’ own social existence:
E.g. war cemeteries/memorials; battlefields; other war related museums or
attractions, such as the Death Railway and Khwae (Kwai) Bridge at Kanchanaburi
in Thailand; holocaust sites; the sites of assassinations – Dallas (JFK) or
Sveavägen in Stockholm, where Olof Palme was shot dead in 1986; and, the
sites of disasters (though some time after the event).

B2. Dark Tourism as Play
•
-

Death and its collective celebration:
E.g., the anniversary of Elvis Presley‘s death at Graceland. Such play may also be
sensed rather than actual, inasmuch as an individual pilgrimage to, say, the
grave of a celebrity is given extra meaning by the knowledge that many others
have shared, and will share, the same experience.

B3. Dark Tourism as Integration
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•
-

Witnessing the death and destruction associated with war:
E.g., the example of the Cu Chi tunnels near Ho Chi Minh city in Vietnam, where
it is possible to crawl through the tunnels used to great effect by the Viet Cong
and to fire replica AK-47 rifles on a nearby firing range, enabling tourists to
become, temporarily, a soldier.

B4. Dark Tourism as Classification
•
-

Travel to dark tourism sites as a social status:
E.g., some years ago, El Salvador was considered a particularly perilous
destination for backpackers, with those having been there anxious to wear - I
survived El Salvador’ T-shirts. Equally, visits to dark tourism sites or attractions in
more exotic destinations, such as the burning Ghats‘ at Varanasi in India or the
Killing Fields‘ of Cambodia, may be motivated more by the potential status of
having visited such locations rather than any specific fascination with death.

Useful readings:
Belk, R.W., Wallendorf, M. and Sherry Jr, J.F., 1989. The sacred and the profane
in consumer behavior: Theodicy on the odyssey. Journal of consumer
research, 16(1): 1-38.
Campbell, C., 1987. The romantic ethic and the spirit of modern consumerism (p.
123). Oxford: B. Blackwell.
Dann, G. and Seaton, A. (eds.) 2001. Slavery, Contested Heritage and
Thanatourism. Binghampton, HY: Haworth Hospitality Press.
Henderson, J.C., 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of
Vietnam. International Journal of Tourism Research, 2(4): 269-280.
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption practices.
Journal of Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Lennon, J.J., 2009. Tragedy and heritage: the case of Cambodia. Tourism
Recreation Research, 34(1): 35-43.
Lennon, J., 2018. Kanchanaburi and the Thai-Burma Railway: Disputed
narratives in the interpretation of War. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A thanatological
perspective. Annals of tourism Research, 35(2): 574-595.
Week 4 - Forum discussion: What is the common ground of the four possible
‘metaphors’ of consumption? Write and support your answer with relevant literature
(approx. 4-5 references, 200–250 words.
Week
5

Typology of Dark Tourism (2)
Shades of Dark Tourism:
•
-

The dark tourism spectrum based on its consumption and supply
As a result, it is possible to identify four ‘shades’ of dark tourism:
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•
•
•
•

Pale tourism – minimal or limited interest in death when visiting sites
unintended to be tourist attractions.
Grey tourism demand – tourist with a fascination with death visiting unintended
dark tourism sites.
Grey tourism supply – sites intentionally established to exploit death but
attracting visitors with some, but not a dominant, interest in death.
Black tourism – in effect, ‘pure’ dark tourism, where a fascination with death is
satisfied by the purposeful supply of experiences intended to satisfy this
fascination.

Useful readings:
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption practices.
Journal of Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a typology of dark
tourism. Taking tourism to the limits: Issues, concepts and managerial
perspectives, 217-228.
Strange, C. and Kempa, M., 2003. Shades of dark tourism: Alcatraz and Robben
Island. Annals of Tourism Research, 30(2): 386-405. doi:10.1016/S01607383(02)00102-0
Week 5 - Forum discussion: Locate an attraction (dark tourism place) in your country
and describe in accordance to one of the four shades of dark tourism. Write and
support your answer with relevant literature (acc. 4-5 references, 200-250 words).
Week

Mid-Term Exam

7
Week
8

Troubled past within dark tourism: 4 forms of troubled past based on RePAST case
studies (1):
-

What is troubled past, its story and definition?
Can troubled past be linked to dark tourism?
Examples 4 forms of troubled past based on RePAST case studies - stories and
troubled past:
o
o
o
o

WWII and Holocaust
Totalitarian/ Communist
Authoritarian Past
Colonial Past

Useful readings:
-

Droumpouki, A.M., 2016. Shaping Holocaust memory in Greece: memorials and
their public history. National Identities, 18(2): 199-216.
Markusen, E., 1993. Lessons and Legacies: The meaning of the Holocaust in a
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-

-

-

-

-

changing world. Holocaust & Genocide Stud., 7: 263.
Reinhartz, D., 1999. Unmarked graves: the destruction of the Yugoslav Roma in
the Balkan Holocaust, 1941–1945. Journal of Genocide Research, 1(1): 81-89.
Knudsen, B.T., 2010. The past as staged-real environment: Communism revisited
in the crazy guides communism tours, Kraków, Poland. Journal of Tourism and
Cultural Change.
McKenzie, B., 2011. Marketing of the dark: “Memento Park” in
Budapest. Emerald Emerging Markets Case Studies, 8(3): 139-153.
Molina-Burguera, G., 2010. Managing Conflict: The Management and
Interpretation of Spanish Civil War Sites. Conservation and Management of
Archaeological Sites, 12(1): 39-59.
Farmaki, A. and Antoniou, K., 2017. Politicising dark tourism sites: evidence from
Cyprus. Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism Themes.
Kokkranikal, J., Yang, Y.S., Powell, R. and Booth, E., 2016. Motivations in
battlefield tourism: The case of ‘1916 Easter Rising Rebellion’, Dublin. In Tourism
and culture in the age of innovation (pp. 321-330). Springer, Cham.
Laifer, A.C., 1994. Never Again-The Concentration Camps in Bosnia-Herzegovina:
A Legal Analysis of Human Rights Abuses. NEw EuR. L. REv., 2: 159.
Kabashi, H., 2016. Kosovo–Constitutional Rights and Their Abuse in the
Totalitarian Yugoslav State (1981-1990). European Journal of Sustainable
Development, 5(2): 57.
Vladisavljević, N., 2014. Popular protest in authoritarian regimes: evidence from
communist and post-communist states. Southeast European and Black Sea
Studies, 14(2): 139-157.

Week 8 - Forum discussion: Choose one of the case studies on troubled past and
discuss its links to dark tourism. Support your answer with relevant literature (approx.
5-6 references, 200–250 words).
Week
9

Troubled past within dark tourism: 4 forms of troubled past based on RePAST case
studies
-

How does troubled past of each case study relates to dark tourism
Similar troubled past cases which are already dark tourism
Their typology based on dark tourism consumption, dark shades, and supply
o
o
o
o

WWII and Holocaust
Totalitarian/ Communist
Authoritarian Past
Colonial Past

Useful readings:
-

Cohen, E.H., 2011. Educational dark tourism at an in populo site: The Holocaust
Museum in Jerusalem. Annals of Tourism Research, 38(1): 193-209.
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-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Liyanage, S., Coca-Stefaniak, J.A. and Powell, R., 2015. Dark destinations–visitor
reflections from a holocaust memorial site. International Journal of Tourism
Cities.
Pohl, D., 2004. War, occupation and the holocaust in Poland. In The
historiography of the Holocaust (pp. 88-119). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Coble, P. 2007. China’s ‘New Remembering’ of the Anti-Japanese War of
Resistance, 1937-1945. China Quarterly, 190: 394–410.
de-Miguel-Molina, M. and Barrera-Gabaldón, J.L., 2019. Controversial heritage:
The Valley of the Fallen. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality
Research.
Carrigan, A., 2014. Dark tourism and postcolonial studies: Critical
intersections. Postcolonial Studies, 17(3): 236-250.
Cooper, M. 2007. “Post-colonial Representations of Japanese Military Heritage:
Political and Social Aspects of Battlefield Tourism in the Pacific and East Asia.” In
Battlefield Tourism: History, Place and Interpretation, edited by Ryan, C., 73–
86. London: Elsevier
Grant, E. and Harman, K., 2017. Inventing a Colonial Dark Tourism Site: The
Derby Boab “Prison Tree”. In The Palgrave Handbook of Prison Tourism (pp. 735759). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Ryan, C. and Kohli, R., 2006. The Buried village, New Zealand–An example of
dark tourism? Asia Pacific Journal of Tourism Research, 11(3): 211-226.
Skinner, J., 2016. Walking the Falls: Dark tourism and the significance of
movement on the political tour of West Belfast. Tourist Studies, 16(1): 23-39.
Schlag, J., 2018. Surviving the colonial blizzard: The Alaskan Native game Never
Alone as a walkthrough in cultural resistance. In Virtual Dark Tourism (pp. 247264). Palgrave Macmillan, Cham.
Scott, J., 2012. Tourism, civil society and peace in Cyprus. Annals of Tourism
Research, 39(4): 2114-2132.
Mamoulaki, E., 2016. In search of the exile past: pilgrims and visitors to the
island of Ikaria and their bearing on the historical past. International Journal of
Tourism Anthropology, 5(3-4): 204-220.
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F. and Farmaki, A., 2013. Dark tourism revisited: A
supply/demand conceptualisation. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and
Hospitality Research.
Boyd, S.W., 2013. Tourism in Northern Ireland: Before violence, during and post
violence. In Tourism and War (pp. 187-203). Routledge.

Videos:
-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcyLLr9m0NY&has_verified=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BlVW6Hxh_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbVwpAfelUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCJMQgfHXNI
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Week 9 - Forum discussion: Choose one of the case studies on troubled past. Use your
critique to explain what went wrong and what could be done differently to prevent
troubled past in your chosen case. You do not need to support your answer with
relevant references (200–250 words).
Week
10

E-workshop: Students will watch a documentary film (only the parts associated with
dark tourism) to gain insights on how to approach their individual work assignment.
❖ An online discussion will be carried afterwards to help students make
connections/associations between their own country’s troubled past and dark
tourism.
❖ Online activity “I am” to stimulate students’ critical thinking and writing

Week
11

A critical perspective: Dark Tourism of troubled past’s discourses.
Useful readings:
Juhászová, Tereza. Journal of Nationalism, Memory &
Politics. Jul2018, 12(1): 52-71. 20p. DOI: 10.2478/jnmlp-2018-0002.

Language

Lazar, A., Litvak-Hirsch, T. and Chaitin, J., 2008. Between culture and family:
Jewish-Israeli young adults' relation to the Holocaust as a cultural
trauma. Traumatology, 14(4): 93-102.
Muhammad, Hassan Sheikh Ali Nur; Azman, Danial;
Anthony. Intellectual Discourse. 2017, 25(2): 409-427. 19p.

Rogers,

Roy

Gross, M.H., 2013. To teach the Holocaust in Poland: Understanding teachers’
motivations to engage the painful past. Intercultural Education, 24(1-2): 103120.
Henama, U.S., 2017. Marikana: Opportunities for Heritage Tourism. African
Journal of Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure, 6(4): 1-10.
Heidelberg, B.A.W., 2015. Managing ghosts: exploring local government
involvement in dark tourism. Journal of Heritage Tourism, 10(1): 74-90.
Sužiedėlis, Saulius. Journal of Baltic Studies. Mar2018, 49(1): 103-116. 14p. DOI:
10.1080/01629778.2014.937906.
Week 11 - Forum discussion: Describe the impact of your own country’s troubled past
at different levels of development: personal, national, and society. You do not need to
support your answer with relevant references (200–250 words).
Week
12

Online forum on Troubled Past within Dark Tourism:
❖ Students presenting their individual assignment via a PowerPoint presentation.
Submission of individual assignment
Summing up:
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❖ Preparation for the final exam
Week

FINAL EXAMS

13

Assessment:

DESCRIPTION

Percentage (%)

Active Engagement in weekly Forum discussions

10%

Assignment

30%

Mid-Term Exam (in the form of “Take-Home Exam” or “Online E-Invigilated Final
Exam”)

20%

Final Exam (in the form of “Take-Home Exam” or “Online E-Invigilated Final Exam”)

40%

TOTAL

100%

Evaluation during the course:
A). Assignment – Individual Work (30%) 4000 words
Each student will critically discuss the actual or potential links of his/her own country’s troubled
past to dark tourism. The instructions for the group assignment will be given during the first
session.

B). Active engagement in forum discussions and online sessions 10% (via virtual campus)
Note that there are 11 discussion topics in total:
11 – 10 answered questions = 10 points
9 – 8 answered questions = 9 points
7– 6 answered questions = 8 points
5 – 4 answered questions = 7 points
4 and less answered questions = 0 points

Detailed information you will find via virtual campus
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GRADING SYSTEM: the grading system will be adapted to the grading system of the study programme where the
course will be taught.
Letter Grade

Grade Meaning

Grade Points

Percentage Grade

A

Excellent

4.0

90 and above

B+

Very Good

3.5

85-89

B

Good

3.0

80-84

C+

Above Average

2.5

75-79

C

Average

2.0

70-74

F

Failure

I

Incomplete

0

W

Withdrawal

0

0

(a) The grade "I" is awarded to a student who has maintained satisfactory performance in a course but was unable to
complete a major portion of course work (e.g. term paper or final exam) and the reasons given are acceptable to the
instructor. It is the responsibility of the student to bring pertinent information to the instructor to justify the reasons
for the missing work and to reach an agreement on the means by which the remaining course requirements will be
satisfied. A student is responsible, after consulting with the instructor, for fulfilling the remaining course requirements
within the first four weeks of the following semester for which an "I was awarded. In very special cases the instructor
may extend the existing incomplete grade to the next semester. Failure of the student to complete work within this
specific time-limit will result in an "F" which will be recorded as the final grade.
(b) The grade "W" indicates withdrawal from the course before the specified time as explained in the withdrawal policy.
(c) Grades of "F" will be computed into the student's cumulative grade point average.
(d) Grades for courses taken at another university do not enter into the computation of the cumulative grade point
average.
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2.2 Postgraduate course

Strengthening European integration through the analysis of conflict discourses:
revisiting the past, anticipating the future
Dark Tourism and Troubled Pasts
Course Description:
This online course is structured for master’s degree students in the field of tourism/ tourism
studies. The main purpose of this online course is to help students gain an understanding of the
concept of dark tourism, which involves the touristic development of historical events and sites
associated with violence and death. Specifically, this course aims to demystify dark tourism that
focuses on places with a particular troubled period in their past and to bridge theory and practice
on dark tourism and troubled past. Further, it aims to familiarize students with how European
societies deal with their dark tourism places with troubled pasts by focusing on different forms of
troubled past and their conflict discourses.
During this online course, which is part of the H2020 research project RePAST, eight different case
studies will be discussed (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Kosovo,
Poland, and Spain) in relation to four historical threats (WWII and Holocaust,
Totalitarian/Communist, Authoritarian Past and Colonial Past). Simultaneously, throughout this
course various dark tourism monuments, sites and events, will be analysed such as the Dracula
Park in Romania, the Old Melbourne Gaol in Australia, the Cemetery at Père Lachaise in Paris, the
Weaste Cemetery in Salford UK, the Battlefields of the First World War, the Museum of Holocaust
in Oświęcim in Poland, and Genocide Sites in places such as Rwanda, Cambodia and Kosovo.
Through online seminars and forum discussions (via virtual campus) the online course aims to: (a)
analyze students with the concept and theory of dark tourism, including its ontological,
epistemological, and philosophical underpinnings, (b) help students acquire an in-depth
understanding of the connection between the concepts of ‘dark tourism’ and ‘troubled past’ in the
field of tourism, and (c) evaluate the manifestations and forms of troubled past across EU countries
and their actual and potential dark tourism commercialization.
The online course has been organized in a way that students can improve their research skills by
writing a critical literature review around the contemporary debates in the field of dark tourism.
Simultaneously, students will gradually build their own critical skills and understanding of the links
between dark tourism and troubled past by writing a critical essay of their own country’s dark
tourism commercialization of troubled past.
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Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Define the concept of dark tourism, and its ontological, epistemological, and philosophical
underpinnings;
2. Discuss the ways dark tourism is placed and researched in the field of tourism literature;
3. Comprehend the drivers and motives of tourists’ attention to dark tourism;
4. Understand and discuss the connections between dark tourism and troubled past;
5. Explain the different forms of troubled past;
6. Develop critical skills and critical understanding linked to troubled past;
7. Discuss critically their own country’s dark tourism (actual or potential) commercialization of
troubled past;
8. Understand the impact of troubled past at different levels of development: personal,
national, and societal;
9. Describe orally through presentations and sufficiently communicate with third parties their
personal involvement in troubled past;
10. Help stakeholders in their countries and communities to map the troubled past of their
region;
11. Develop skills in academic writing.
12. Perform a bibliographic review.

Textbooks:
Hooper, G. and Lennon, J.J. eds., 2016. Dark tourism: Practice and interpretation. Routledge.
Lennon, J., Foley, M. 2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction of Death and Disaster. London:
Continuum.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and practice of dark
tourism. Channel view publications.

Recommended Additional Readings:
Alexandra, D.M., Alexandru, C. and Larisa, T., 2014. Dark Tourism, Romania and Dracula. The
perceptions of potential American tourists. The Annals of the University of Oradea.
Alderman, D.H. 2002. Writing on the Graceland wall: on the importance of authorship in pilgrimage
landscapes. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 27-35.
Ashworth, G.J. and Isaac, R.K., 2015. Have we illuminated the dark? Shifting perspectives on ‘dark’
tourism. Tourism Recreation Research, 40(3): 316-325.
Ashworth, G., 2015. 13 Ethnic conflict: Is Heritage Tourism Part of the Solution or Part of the
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Problem? Transformational Tourism: Host perspectives, p.167.
Belk, R.W., Wallendorf, M. and Sherry Jr, J.F., 1989. The sacred and the profane in consumer
behavior: Theodicy on the odyssey. Journal of consumer research, 16(1): 1-38.
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F. and Farmaki, A., 2013. Dark tourism revisited: A supply/demand
conceptualisation. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research.
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F., Buda, D.M. and McIntosh, A.J., 2013. Dark tourism and voyeurism: tourist
arrested for “spying” in Iran. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality
Research.
Biran, A., Poria, Y. and Oren, G., 2011. Sought experiences at (dark) heritage sites. Annals of
Tourism Research, 38(3): 820-841.
Campbell, C., 1987. The romantic ethic and the spirit of modern consumerism (p. 123). Oxford: B.
Blackwell.
Coble, P. 2007. China’s ‘New Remembering’ of the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance, 1937-1945.
China Quarterly, 190: 394–410.
Cohen, E.H., 2011. Educational dark tourism at an in populo site: The Holocaust Museum in
Jerusalem. Annals of Tourism Research, 38(1): 193-209.
Dann, G.M.S. & Seaton, A.V. (eds) 2001. Slavery, Contested Heritage and Thanatourism. New York:
Haworth Hospitality Press.
Droumpouki, A.M., 2016. Shaping Holocaust memory in Greece: memorials and their public
history. National Identities, 18(2): 199-216.
Foley, M. and Lennon, J.J., 1996. JFK and dark tourism: A fascination with assassination.
International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 198-211.
Fonseca, A.P., Seabra, C. and Silva, C., 2015. Dark tourism: Concepts, typologies and sites. Journal
of Tourism Research & Hospitality.
Ghadban, S., El Maalouf, H. and Zaki, M.A., 2015. Dark tourism in Lebanon: A bright opportunity to
be pursued. International Journal of Tourism & Hospitality Reviews, 2(1): 53-60.
Henderson, J.C. 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of Vietnam. International Journal of
Tourism Research, 2: 269-280.
Heuermann, K. and Chhabra, D., 2014. The darker side of dark tourism: An authenticity
perspective. Tourism Analysis, 19(2): 213-225.
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption practices. Journal of Consumer
Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Kunwar, R.R. and Karki, N., 2019. Dark tourism: Understanding the concept and recognizing the
values. Journal of APF Command and Staff College, 2(1): 42-59.
Laifer, A.C., 1994. Never Again-The Concentration Camps in Bosnia-Herzegovina: A Legal Analysis
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of Human Rights Abuses. NEw EuR. L. REv., 2: 159.
Liyanage, S., Coca-Stefaniak, J.A. and Powell, R., 2015. Dark destinations–visitor reflections from a
holocaust memorial site. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Light, D., 2017. Progress in dark tourism and thanatourism research: An uneasy relationship with
heritage tourism. Tourism Management, 61: 275-301.
Lennon, J.J. & Foley, M. 2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction of Death and Disaster. London: Cassell.
Lennon, J.J., 2009. Tragedy and heritage: the case of Cambodia. Tourism Recreation
Research, 34(1): 35-43.
Lennon, J., 2018. Kanchanaburi and the Thai-Burma Railway: disputed narratives in the
interpretation of War. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Kabashi, H., 2016. Kosovo–Constitutional Rights and Their Abuse in the Totalitarian Yugoslav State
(1981-1990). European Journal of Sustainable Development, 5(2): 57.
Knudsen, B.T., 2010. The past as staged-real environment: Communism revisited in the crazy
guides communism tours, Kraków, Poland. Journal of Tourism and Cultural Change, 8(3):
139-153.
Markusen, E., 1993. Lessons and Legacies: The meaning of the Holocaust in a changing world.
Holocaust & Genocide Stud., 7: 263.
McKenzie, B., 2011. Marketing of the dark: “Memento Park” in Budapest. Emerald Emerging
Markets Case Studies.
de-Miguel-Molina, M. and Barrera-Gabaldón, J.L., 2019. Controversial heritage: The Valley of the
Fallen. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research.
Molina-Burguera, G., 2010. Managing Conflict: The Management and Interpretation of Spanish
Civil War Sites. Conservation and Management of Archaeological Sites, 12(1): 39-59.
Mamoulaki, E., 2016. In search of the exile past: pilgrims and visitors to the island of Ikaria and
their bearing on the historical past. International Journal of Tourism Anthropology, 5(3-4):
204-220.
Miles, W.F., 2002. Auschwitz: Museum interpretation and darker tourism. Annals of Tourism
Research, 29(4): 1175-1178.
Miles, S., 2014. Battlefield sites as dark tourism attractions: An analysis of experience. Journal of
Heritage Tourism, 9(2): 134-147.
Podoshen, J.S., 2017. Trajectories in Holocaust tourism. Journal of Heritage Tourism, 12(4): 347364.
Pohl, D., 2004. War, occupation and the holocaust in Poland. In The historiography of the
Holocaust (pp. 88-119). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Reinhartz, D., 1999. Unmarked graves: the destruction of the Yugoslav Roma in the Balkan
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Holocaust, 1941–1945. Journal of Genocide Research, 1(1): 81-89.
Seaton, A.V. (2002) Thanatourism’s final frontiers? Visits to cemeteries, churchyards and funerary
sites as sacred and secular pilgrimage. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 73-82.
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to thanatourism. International Journal of
Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244.
Seaton, A. 2009. Purposeful Otherness: Approaches to the Management of Thanatourism. In The
Darker Side of Travel: The Theory and Practice of Dark Tourism, edited by Sharpley, R.,
Stone, P., 75–108. Bristol: Channel View.
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a typology of dark tourism. Taking
tourism to the limits: Issues, concepts and managerial perspectives, pp.217-228.
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A thanatological perspective. Annals of
Tourism Research, 35(2): 574-595.
Stone, P.R., Hartmann, R., Seaton, A.V., Sharpley, R. and White, L. eds., 2018. The Palgrave
handbook of dark tourism studies (pp. 335-354). London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Stone, P.R., 2006. A dark tourism spectrum: Towards a typology of death and macabre related
tourist sites, attractions and exhibitions. Turizam: međunarodni znanstveno-stručni
časopis, 54(2): 145-160.
Stone, P., 2005. Dark tourism-An old concept in a new World. Tourism, (125): 20.
Stone, P., 2013. Dark tourism scholarship: A critical review. International Journal of Culture,
Tourism and Hospitality Research, 7(3): 307-318. DOI 10.1108/IJCTHR-06-2013-0039
Strange, C. & Kempa, M. 2003. Shades of dark tourism: Alcatraz and Robben Island. Annals of
Tourism Research, 30(2): 386-405.
Tunbridge, J.E. & Ashworth, G.L. 1996. Dissonant Heritage: the Management of the Past as a
Resource in Conflict. John Wiley & Sons: Chichester, UK.
Vladisavljević, N., 2014. Popular protest in authoritarian regimes: evidence from communist and
post-communist states. Southeast European and Black Sea Studies, 14(2): 139-157.

Websites and Videos:
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284420858

Weekly Topics and Schedule:
WEEK

DESCRIPTION
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Week

Introduction to the module - Introduction to Dark Tourism

1 A. Story of dark tourism
•

Dark tourism roots: Black Spots Tourism

•

Dark tourism, as a concept

B. Dark Tourism vs. Thanatourism
C. Dark tourism and its place within tourism
Useful readings:
Ashworth, G.J. and Isaac, R.K., 2015. Have we illuminated the dark? Shifting perspectives
on ‘dark’ tourism. Tourism Recreation Research, 40(3): 316-325.
Ashworth, G., 2015. 13 Ethnic conflict: Is Heritage Tourism Part of the Solution or Part of
the Problem? Transformational Tourism: Host perspectives, p.167.
Foley, M. and Lennon, J.J., 1996. JFK and dark tourism: A fascination with
assassination. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 198-211.
Ghadban, S., El Maalouf, H. and Zaki, M.A., 2015. Dark tourism in Lebanon: A bright
opportunity to be pursued. International Journal of Tourism & Hospitality Reviews, 2(1):
53-60.
Kunwar, R.R. and Karki, N., 2019. Dark tourism: Understanding the concept and
recognizing the values. Journal of APF Command and Staff College, 2(1): 42-59.
Light, D., 2017. Progress in dark tourism and thanatourism research: An uneasy
relationship with heritage tourism. Tourism Management, 61: 275-301.
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284420858
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to thanatourism. International
Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244.
Seaton, A. 2009. Purposeful Otherness: Approaches to the Management of
Thanatourism. In The Darker Side of Travel: The Theory and Practice of Dark Tourism,
edited by Sharpley, R., Stone, P., 75–108. Bristol: Channel View.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and practice
of dark tourism. Channel view publications:
Chapter 1 Shedding Light on Dark Tourism: An Introduction RICHARD SHARPLEY, p. 3 –
12 only
‘The Rise of Dark Tourism’, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e3qWwa6cTU
Netflix series ‘Dark Tourism’ https://www.netflix.com/cy/title/80189791
D. Discussion on course (group and individual) assignments, forum discussions, and
weekly sessions.
Week 1 - Forum discussion: Why should we study dark tourism? Write and support
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your answer with relevant literature (approx. 4-5 references, 200–250 words).
Week

Dark Tourism: An old concept in a new world

2 D. An old concept in a new world:
•

Dark Tourism is an old concept.

•

First dark tourism attractions.

E. Dark tourism as an experience
Useful readings:
Alderman, D.H. 2002. Writing on the Graceland wall: on the importance of authorship in
pilgrimage landscapes. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 27-35.
Tunbridge, J.E. & Ashworth, G.L. 1996. Dissonant Heritage: The Management of the Past
as a Resource in Conflict. John Wiley & Sons: Chichester, UK.
Lennon, J.J. & Foley, M. 2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction of Death and Disaster.
London: Cassell.
Henderson, J.C. 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of Vietnam. International
Journal of Tourism Research, 2:269-280.
Seaton, A.V. 2002. Thanatourism’s final frontiers? Visits to cemeteries, churchyards and
funerary sites as sacred and secular pilgrimage. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 7382.
Dann, G.M.S. & Seaton, A.V. (eds) 2001. Slavery, Contested Heritage and Thanatourism.
New York: Haworth Hospitality Press.
Strange, C. & Kempa, M. 2003. Shades of dark tourism: Alcatraz and Robben Island.
Annals of Tourism Research, 30(2): 386-405.
Week 2 - Forum discussion: Discuss dark tourism as an experience. You do not need to
support your answer with relevant references (200–250 words).
Week

Dark Tourism: A field of study, its perspectives and philosophical underpinnings

3 C. Dark tourism: A field of study in an ever-challenging global higher education market
•

Dark tourism as a field of study,

•

Dark Tourism Research Center, and the most recent research on dark tourism,

•

A branding of dark tourism (research), and

•

Dark tourism as a theoretical framework.
Useful readings:
Stone, P., 2013. Dark tourism scholarship: A critical review. International Journal of
Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research, 7(3): 307-318. DOI 10.1108/IJCTHR-06-20130039
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D. Perspectives and philosophical underpinnings
•

Dark tourism and death

•

The social neutralization

•

Dark tourism reflexivity, desacralization and institutional sequestration.

•

Dark tourism as a behavioral phenomenon.

•

Dark travel activities.
Useful readings:
Coutinho, B. and Baptista, M.M., Dark Tourism as Humanist Leisure Experience–
approximations between seemingly distant concepts O Turismo Negro como Experiência
de Ócio Humanista–aproximações entre conceitos aparentemente distantes.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and practice
of dark tourism. Channel view publications:
Chapter 1 Shedding Light on Dark Tourism: An Introduction RICHARD SHARPLEY, p. 12 –
16 only
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to thanatourism. International
Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244. https://doi.org/10.1080/13527259608722178
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A thanatological
perspective. Annals of Tourism Research, 35(2): 574-595.
Week 3 - Forum discussion: Discuss the ontological and epistemological perspective of
dark tourism. Read the article by Stone and Sharpley (2008), as well; Write and support
your answer with relevant literature (approx. 4-5 references, 200–250 words).

Week

Towards a Typology of Dark Tourism (1)

4 C. Introduction to dark tourism types:
•

Infinite variety of dark tourism forms.

•

There may be a variety of motivations amongst different tourists to the same site.

•

Typology of consumption practices - four metaphors of consumption
Useful readings:
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a typology of dark
tourism. Taking tourism to the limits: Issues, concepts and managerial perspectives,
pp.217-228.

D. Typology of Dark Tourism: Consumption of Dark Tourism
•

Four possible ‘metaphors’ of consumption Holt (1995):
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B1. Dark Tourism as Experience
•

Dark tourism experiences consumed to give phenomenological meaning to tourists’ own
social existence:

-

E.g. war cemeteries/memorials; battlefields; other war related museums or attractions,
such as the Death Railway and Khwae (Kwai) Bridge at Kanchanaburi in Thailand;
holocaust sites; the sites of assassinations – Dallas (JFK) or Sveavägen in Stockholm,
where Olof Palme was shot dead in 1986; and, the sites of disasters (though some time
after the event).
B2. Dark Tourism as Play

•

Death and its collective celebration:

-

E.g., the anniversary of Elvis Presley‘s death at Graceland. Such play may also be sensed
rather than actual, inasmuch as an individual pilgrimage to, say, the grave of a celebrity
is given extra meaning by the knowledge that many others have shared, and will share,
the same experience.
B3. Dark Tourism as Integration

•

Witnessing the death and destruction associated with war:

-

E.g., the example of the Cu Chi tunnels near Ho Chi Minh city in Vietnam, where it is
possible to crawl through the tunnels used to great effect by the Viet Cong and to fire
replica AK-47 rifles on a nearby firing range, enabling tourists to become, temporarily, a
soldier.
B4. Dark Tourism as Classification

•

Travel to dark tourism sites as a social status:

-

E.g., some years ago, El Salvador was considered a particularly perilous destination for
backpackers, with those having been there anxious to wear - I survived El Salvador’ Tshirts. Equally, visits to dark tourism sites or attractions in more exotic destinations, such
as the burning Ghats‘ at Varanasi in India or the Killing Fields‘ of Cambodia, may be
motivated more by the potential status of having visited such locations rather than any
specific fascination with death.
Useful readings:
Belk, R.W., Wallendorf, M. and Sherry Jr, J.F., 1989. The sacred and the profane in
consumer behavior: Theodicy on the odyssey. Journal of consumer research, 16(1): 1-38.
Campbell, C., 1987. The romantic ethic and the spirit of modern consumerism (p. 123).
Oxford: B. Blackwell.
Dann, G. and Seaton, A. (eds.) 2001. Slavery, Contested Heritage and Thanatourism.
Binghampton, HY: Haworth Hospitality Press.
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Henderson, J.C., 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of Vietnam. International
Journal of Tourism Research, 2(4): 269-280.
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption practices. Journal of
Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Lennon, J.J., 2009. Tragedy and heritage: the case of Cambodia. Tourism Recreation
Research, 34(1): 35-43.
Lennon, J., 2018. Kanchanaburi and the Thai-Burma Railway: disputed narratives in the
interpretation of War. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A thanatological
perspective. Annals of Tourism Research, 35(2): 574-595.
Week 4 - Forum discussion: What is the common ground of the four possible
‘metaphors’ of consumption? Write and support your answer with relevant literature
(approx. 4-5 references, 200–250 words.
Week
5

Typology of Dark Tourism (2)
Shades of Dark Tourism:

•

The dark tourism spectrum based on its consumption and supply

-

As a result, it is possible to identify four ‘shades’ of dark tourism:

•

Pale tourism – minimal or limited interest in death when visiting sites unintended to be
tourist attractions.

•

Grey tourism demand – tourist with a fascination with death visiting unintended dark
tourism sites.

•

Grey tourism supply – sites intentionally established to exploit death but attracting
visitors with some, but not a dominant, interest in death.

•

Black tourism – in effect, ‘pure’ dark tourism, where a fascination with death is satisfied
by the purposeful supply of experiences intended to satisfy this fascination.
Useful readings:
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption practices. Journal of
Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a typology of dark
tourism. Taking tourism to the limits: Issues, concepts and managerial perspectives,
pp.217-228.
Strange, C. and Kempa, M., 2003. Shades of dark tourism: Alcatraz and Robben
Island. Annals of Tourism research, 30(2): 386-405. doi:10.1016/S0160-7383(02)00102-0
Week 5 - Forum discussion: Locate an attraction (dark tourism place) in your country
and describe in accordance to one of the four shades of dark tourism. Write and
support your answer with relevant literature (acc. 4-5 references, 200–250 words).

Week

Typology of Dark Tourism (3)
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6

Supply side of Dark Tourism:
A. Dark Tourism Spectrum model
•

Dark does not always represent the same dark. He questioned what is real and what is
visual in the context of “what is a museum” (Miles, 2002)

-

E. g., A museum where an actual death took place is not the same museum as the one
which symbolizes death only.
Useful readings:
Miles, W.F., 2002. Auschwitz: Museum interpretation and darker tourism. Annals of
tourism research, 29(4): 1175-1178.
Miles, S., 2014. Battlefield sites as dark tourism attractions: An analysis of
experience. Journal of Heritage Tourism, 9(2): 134-147.
Stone, P.R., 2006. A dark tourism spectrum: Towards a typology of death and macabre
related tourist sites, attractions and exhibitions. Turizam: međunarodni znanstvenostručni časopis, 54(2): 145-160.

B. Seven fundamental types of dark tourism
•

Seven fundamental types of dark tourism supplier are identified with their relative
position on the Dark Tourism Spectrum model
Useful readings:
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F. and Farmaki, A., 2013. Dark tourism revisited: A supply/demand
conceptualisation. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research.
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F., Buda, D.M. and McIntosh, A.J., 2013. Dark tourism and voyeurism:
tourist arrested for “spying” in Iran. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and
Hospitality Research.
Biran, A., Poria, Y. and Oren, G., 2011. Sought experiences at (dark) heritage sites. Annals
of Tourism Research, 38(3): 820-841.
Fonseca, A.P., Seabra, C. and Silva, C., 2015. Dark Tourism: Concepts, typologies and
sites. Journal of Tourism Research & Hospitality.
Heuermann, K. and Chhabra, D., 2014. The darker side of dark tourism: An authenticity
perspective. Tourism Analysis, 19(2): 213-225.
Light, D., 2017. The undead and dark tourism: Dracula tourism in Romania.
Seaton, T. and Dann, G.M., 2018. Crime, Punishment, and Dark Tourism: The
Carnivalesque Spectacles of the English Judicial System. In The Palgrave Handbook of
Dark Tourism Studies (pp. 33-76). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Week 6 - Forum discussion: Choose one dark tourism site from the “seven
fundamental types of dark tourism supplier” and describe it based on the dark tourism
spectrum model. Write your answer based on the article by Stone (2006), as well,
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support your answer with other relevant literature (approx. 5-6 references, 200–250
words).
Week
7

E-workshop: Students will watch a documentary film (only the parts associated with
dark tourism) to gain insights on how to approach their individual work assignment.

❖ An online discussion will be carried afterwards to help students make
connections/associations between their own country’s troubled past and dark tourism.
❖ Online activity “I am” to stimulate students’ critical thinking and writing.
Week
8

Troubled past within dark tourism: 4 forms of troubled past based on RePAST case
studies (1):

-

What is troubled past, its story and definition?

-

Can troubled past be linked to dark tourism?

A. WWII and Holocaust
-

RePAST case studies from Germany, Poland, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Greece

-

Story on the WWII and Holocaust

-

Troubled past of Germany, Poland, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Greece

-

How does troubled past of each case study relates to dark tourism

-

Similar troubled past cases which are already dark tourism

-

WWII and Holocaust as dark tourism’ monuments, sites and events in troubled past case
studies, and

-

Their typology based on dark tourism consumption, dark shades, and supply
Useful readings:
Cohen, E.H., 2011. Educational dark tourism at an in populo site: The Holocaust Museum
in Jerusalem. Annals of Tourism Research, 38(1): 193-209.
Droumpouki, A.M., 2016. Shaping Holocaust memory in Greece: memorials and their
public history. National Identities, 18(2): 199-216.
Laifer, A.C., 1994. Never Again-The Concentration Camps in Bosnia-Herzegovina: A Legal
Analysis of Human Rights Abuses. NEw EuR. L. REv., 2: 159.
Liyanage, S., Coca-Stefaniak, J.A. and Powell, R., 2015. Dark destinations–visitor
reflections from a holocaust memorial site. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Lennon, J.J. and Foley, M., 1999. Interpretation of the unimaginable: The US Holocaust
Memorial Museum, Washington, DC, and “dark tourism”. Journal of Travel
Research, 38(1): 46-50.
Markusen, E., 1993. Lessons and Legacies: The meaning of the Holocaust in a changing
world. Holocaust & Genocide Stud., 7: 263.
Podoshen, J.S., 2017. Trajectories in Holocaust tourism. Journal of Heritage
Tourism, 12(4): 347-364.
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Pohl, D., 2004. War, occupation and the holocaust in Poland. In The historiography of the
Holocaust (pp. 88-119). Palgrave Macmillan, London.
Reinhartz, D., 1999. Unmarked graves: the destruction of the Yugoslav Roma in the
Balkan Holocaust, 1941–1945. Journal of Genocide Research, 1(1): 81-89.
Videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcyLLr9m0NY&has_verified=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BlVW6Hxh_M
Websites:
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/germany/15-countries/individualchapters/217-nuremberg-nazi-party-rallying-grounds-documentation-centre-at-thecongress-hall
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/poland/15-countries/individual-chapters/529auschwitz
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/15-countries/individual-chapters/137sarajevo-war-tunnel-and-museum
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/greece/15-countries/individual-chapters/344makronisos-greece
B. Totalitarian/ Communist
-

RePAST case studies from East/West Germany, Poland, and Kosovo

-

Story on totalitarian and communist

-

Troubled past in East/West Germany, Poland, and Kosovo

-

How does troubled past of each case study relates to dark tourism

-

Similar troubled past cases which are already dark tourism

-

Totalitarian/ Communist as dark tourism’ monuments, sites and events in troubled past
case studies, and

-

Their typology based on dark tourism consumption, dark shades, and supply
Useful readings:
Alexandra, D.M., Alexandru, C. and Larisa, T., 2014. Dark Tourism, Romania and Dracula.
The perceptions of potential American tourists. The Annals of the University of Oradea.
Kabashi, H., 2016. Kosovo–Constitutional Rights and Their Abuse in the Totalitarian
Yugoslav State (1981-1990). European Journal of Sustainable Development, 5(2): 57-57.
Knudsen, B.T., 2010. The past as staged-real environment: Communism revisited in the
crazy guides communism tours, Kraków, Poland. Journal of Tourism and Cultural
Change, 8(3): 139-153.
McKenzie, B., 2011. Marketing of the dark: “Memento Park” in Budapest. Emerald
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Emerging Markets Case Studies.
Vladisavljević, N., 2014. Popular protest in authoritarian regimes: evidence from
communist and post-communist states. Southeast European and Black Sea
Studies, 14(2): 139-157.
Week 8 - Forum discussion: Choose one of the case studies on troubled past and
discuss its links to dark tourism. Support your answer with relevant literature (approx.
5-6 references, 200–250 words).
Submission of group assignment
Week
9

Troubled past within dark tourism shades: 4 forms of troubled past based on RePAST
case studies (2):

C. Authoritarian Past
-

RePAST Case studies from Spain and Greece.

-

Story on authoritarian past

-

Troubled past in Spain and Greece (2 readings for each case study)

-

How does troubled past of each case study relates to dark tourism

-

Similar troubled past cases which are already dark tourism

-

Authoritarian past as dark tourism’ monuments, sites and events in troubled past case
studies, and

-

Their typology based on dark tourism consumption, dark shades, and supply
Useful readings:
Coble, P. 2007. China’s ‘New Remembering’ of the Anti-Japanese War of Resistance,
1937-1945. China Quarterly, 190: 394–410.
Dann, G.M. and Seaton, A.V., 2001. Slavery, contested heritage and
thanatourism. International Journal of Hospitality & Tourism Administration, 2(3-4): 129.
de-Miguel-Molina, M. and Barrera-Gabaldón, J.L., 2019. Controversial heritage: the
Valley of the Fallen. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research.
Molina-Burguera, G., 2010. Managing Conflict: The Management and Interpretation of
Spanish Civil War Sites. Conservation and Management of Archaeological Sites, 12(1):
39-59.
Mamoulaki, E., 2016. In search of the exile past: pilgrims and visitors to the island of
Ikaria and their bearing on the historical past. International Journal of Tourism
Anthropology, 5(3-4): 204-220.
Websites:
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/spain/15-countries/individual-chapters/1069spanish-civil-war
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http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/greece/15-countries/individual-chapters/345yaros-prison-island-greece
D. Colonial Past
-

RePAST case studies from Cyprus and Ireland.

-

Story on colonial past

-

Troubled past in Cyprus and Ireland (2 readings for each case)

-

How does troubled past of each case study relates to dark tourism

-

Similar troubled past cases which are already dark tourism (4 readings)

-

Colonial past as dark tourism’ monuments, sites and events in troubled past case
studies, and

-

Their typology based on dark tourism consumption, dark shades, and supply
Useful readings:
Birna, A., Hyde, K.F. and Farmaki, A., 2013. Dark tourism revisited: A supply/demand
conceptualisation. International Journal of Culture, Tourism and Hospitality Research.
Boyd, S.W., 2013. Tourism in Northern Ireland: Before violence, during and post
violence. In Tourism and war (pp. 187-203). Routledge.
Carrigan, A., 2014. Dark tourism and
intersections. Postcolonial Studies, 17(3): 236-250.

postcolonial

studies:

Critical

Cooper, M. 2007. Post-colonial Representations of Japanese Military Heritage: Political
and Social Aspects of Battlefield Tourism in the Pacific and East Asia. In Battlefield
Tourism: History, Place and Interpretation, edited by Ryan, C., 73–86. London: Elsevier
Farmaki, A. and Antoniou, K., 2017. Politicising dark tourism sites: evidence from Cyprus.
Worldwide Hospitality and Tourism Themes.
Grant, E. and Harman, K., 2017. Inventing a Colonial Dark Tourism Site: The Derby Boab
“Prison Tree”. In The Palgrave Handbook of Prison Tourism (pp. 735-759). Palgrave
Macmillan, London.
Kokkranikal, J., Yang, Y.S., Powell, R. and Booth, E., 2016. Motivations in battlefield
tourism: The case of ‘1916 Easter Rising Rebellion’, Dublin. In Tourism and culture in the
age of innovation (pp. 321-330). Springer, Cham.
Ryan, C. and Kohli, R., 2006. The Buried village, New Zealand–An example of dark
tourism?. Asia Pacific Journal of Tourism Research, 11(3): 211-226.
Skinner, J., 2016. Walking the Falls: Dark tourism and the significance of movement on
the political tour of West Belfast. Tourist Studies, 16(1): 23-39.
Schlag, J., 2018. Surviving the colonial blizzard: The Alaskan Native game Never Alone as
a walkthrough in cultural resistance. In Virtual Dark Tourism (pp. 247-264). Palgrave
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Macmillan, Cham.
Scott, J., 2012. Tourism, civil society and peace in Cyprus. Annals of Tourism
Research, 39(4): 2114-2132.
Videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbVwpAfelUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCJMQgfHXNI
Websites:
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/cyprus
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/northern-ireland/15-countries/individualchapters/654-belfast
Week 9 - Forum discussion: Choose one of the case studies on troubled past. Use your
critique to explain what went wrong and what could be done differently to prevent
troubled past in your chosen case. You do not need to support your answer with
relevant references (200–250 words).
Week
10

A critical perspective: Dark Tourism of troubled past’s discourses.
Useful readings:
Juhászová, Tereza. Journal of Nationalism, Memory & Language Politics. Jul2018, 12(1):
52-71. 20p. DOI: 10.2478/jnmlp-2018-0002.
Lazar, A., Litvak-Hirsch, T. and Chaitin, J., 2008. Between culture and family: JewishIsraeli young adults' relation to the Holocaust as a cultural trauma. Traumatology, 14(4):
93-102.
Muhammad, Hassan Sheikh Ali Nur; Azman, Danial; Rogers, Roy Anthony. Intellectual
Discourse. 2017, 25(2): 409-427. 19p.
Gross, M.H., 2013. To teach the Holocaust in Poland: Understanding teachers’
motivations to engage the painful past. Intercultural Education, 24(1-2): 103-120.
Henama, U.S., 2017. Marikana: Opportunities for Heritage Tourism. African Journal of
Hospitality, Tourism and Leisure, 6(4): 1-10.
Heidelberg, B.A.W., 2015. Managing ghosts: exploring local government involvement in
dark tourism. Journal of Heritage Tourism, 10(1): 74-90.
Sužiedėlis, Saulius. Journal of Baltic Studies. Mar2018, 49(1): 103-116. 14p. DOI:
10.1080/01629778.2014.937906.
Week 10 - Forum discussion: Describe the impact of your own country’s troubled past
at different levels of development: personal, national, and societal. You do not need to
support your answer with relevant references (200–250 words).

Week

Online forum on Troubled Past within Dark Tourism:
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11 ❖ Students presenting their individual assignment via a PowerPoint presentation.
Submission of individual assignment
Week

Summing up:

12 ❖ Preparation for the final exam
Week

FINAL EXAMS

13

Assessment:

DESCRIPTION

Percentage (%)

Active Engagement in weekly Forum discussions

10%

Assignments

40%

Final Exam (in the form of “Take-Home Exam” or “Online E-Invigilated Final Exam”)

50%

TOTAL

100%

Evaluation during the course:
A). Assignment – Group Work (25%) 4000 words
Students will work in groups (of 4-5 students) to prepare a critical literature review on the current
debates in the field of dark tourism.
The aim of this assignment is twofold. First, students will gain familiarity on the ways dark tourism
is placed and researched in the field of tourism literature. Second, students will obtain a broad
understanding on the drivers and motives behind tourists’ attention to dark tourism.
This critical literature review is a useful academic exercise, which will help students to improve
their basic research skills and critical thinking. Additionally, it will prepare students to write their
individual assignment. The instructions for the group assignment will be given during the first
session.

B). Assignment – Individual Work (15%) 2500 words
Each student will critically discuss the actual or potential links of his/her own country’s troubled
past to dark tourism. The instructions for the group assignment will be given during the first
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session.

C). Active engagement in forum discussions and online sessions (via virtual campus)
Note that there are 11 discussion topics in total:
11 – 10 answered questions = 10 points
9 – 8 answered questions = 9 points
7– 6 answered questions = 8 points
5 – 4 answered questions = 7 points
4 and less answered questions = 0 points

Detailed information you will find via virtual campus

GRADING SYSTEM: the grading system will be adapted to the grading system of the study programme where the
course will be taught.
Letter Grade

Grade Meaning

Grade Points

Percentage Grade

A

Excellent

4.0

90 and above

B+

Very Good

3.5

85-89

B

Good

3.0

80-84

C+

Above Average

2.5

75-79

C

Average

2.0

70-74

F

Failure

I

Incomplete

0

W

Withdrawal

0

0

(a) The grade "I" is awarded to a student who has maintained satisfactory performance in a course but was unable to
complete a major portion of course work (e.g. term paper or final exam) and the reasons given are acceptable to the
instructor. It is the responsibility of the student to bring pertinent information to the instructor to justify the reasons
for the missing work and to reach an agreement on the means by which the remaining course requirements will be
satisfied. A student is responsible, after consulting with the instructor, for fulfilling the remaining course requirements
within the first four weeks of the following semester for which an "I was awarded. In very special cases the instructor
may extend the existing incomplete grade to the next semester. Failure of the student to complete work within this
specific time-limit will result in an "F" which will be recorded as the final grade.
(b) The grade "W" indicates withdrawal from the course before the specified time as explained in the withdrawal policy.
(c) Grades of "F" will be computed into the student's cumulative grade point average.
(d) Grades for courses taken at another university do not enter into the computation of the cumulative grade point
average.
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2.3 MOOC course for professionals

Strengthening European integration through the analysis of conflict discourses:
revisiting the past, anticipating the future
Dark Tourism and Troubled Pasts
Course Description:
This massive open online course (MOOC) is a free online course available for anyone to enroll. It
offers to professionals and students a flexible way to learn new skills and obtain a quality
educational experience in a setting similar to an online class. The online course is adapted to
suit the needs of professionals and students in the fields of tourism and tourism studies. The
main purpose of this online course is to help professionals and students gain a practical and
theoretical understanding of the concept of dark tourism, which involves the touristic
development of historical events and sites associated with violence and death. Specifically, this
online course aims to demystify dark tourism, which focuses on places with a particular
troubled period in their past, and to bridge theory and practice on dark tourism and troubled
past. Further, it aims to familiarize professionals and students on how European societies deal
with their dark tourism places with troubled pasts by focusing on different forms of troubled
past and their conflict discourses.
During this online course, which is part of the H2020 research project RePAST, eight different
case studies will be discussed (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus, Germany, Greece, Ireland,
Kosovo, Poland, and Spain) in relation to four historical threats (WWII and Holocaust,
Totalitarian/Communist, Authoritarian past and Colonial Past). Simultaneously, throughout this
online course various dark tourism monuments, sites and events, will be analysed such as the
Dracula Park in Romania, the Old Melbourne Gaol in Australia, the Cemetery at Père Lachaise in
Paris, the Weaste Cemetery in Salford UK, the Battlefields of the First World War, the Museum
of Holocaust in Oświęcim in Poland, and Genocide Sites in places such as Rwanda, Cambodia
and Kosovo.
Through online seminars, forum discussions (via virtual campus), particular readings and videos
the online course aims to: (a) familiarize professionals and students with the concept and
theory of dark tourism, (b) inform professionals and students about the connection between
the concepts of ‘dark tourism’ and ‘troubled past’ in the field of tourism, and (c) familiarize
professionals and students with the manifestations and forms of troubled past across EU
countries and their actual and potential dark tourism commercialization.
The course has been organized in a way that professionals and students can gradually build
their own critical skills and understanding of the links between dark tourism and troubled past
by writing a critical essay of their own country’s dark tourism commercialization of troubled
past.
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Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this online course, students will be able to:
1. Define the concept of dark tourism;
2. Comprehend the drivers and motives of tourists’ attention to dark tourism;
3. Understand and discuss the connections between dark tourism and troubled past;
4. Explain the different forms of troubled past;
5. Develop critical skills and critical understanding linked to troubled past;
6. Discuss critically their own country’s
commercialization of troubled past;

dark

tourism

(actual

or

potential)

7. Understand the impact of troubled past at different levels of development: personal,
national, and society;
8. Describe orally through presentations and sufficiently communicate with third parties
their personal involvement in troubled past;
9. Help stakeholders in their countries and communities to map the troubled past of their
region.

Textbooks:
Hooper, G. and Lennon, J.J. eds., 2016. Dark tourism: Practice and interpretation. Routledge.
Lennon, J., Foley, M. 2000. Dark Tourism: The Attraction of Death and Disaster. London:
Continuum.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and practice of dark
tourism. Channel view publications.

Recommended Additional Readings:
Alexandra, D.M., Alexandru, C. and Larisa, T., 2014. Dark Tourism, Romania and Dracula. The
perceptions of potential American tourists. The Annals of the University of Oradea.
Alderman, D.H. (2002) Writing on the Graceland wall: on the importance of authorship in
pilgrimage landscapes. Tourism Recreation Research, 27(2): 27-35.
Ashworth, G.J. and Isaac, R.K., 2015. Have we illuminated the dark? Shifting perspectives on
‘dark’tourism. Tourism Recreation Research, 40(3): 316-325.
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Ashworth, G., 2015. 13 Ethnic conflict: Is Heritage Tourism Part of the Solution or Part of the
Problem?. Transformational Tourism: Host perspectives, p.167.
Belk, R.W., Wallendorf, M. and Sherry Jr, J.F., 1989. The sacred and the profane in consumer
behavior: Theodicy on the odyssey. Journal of Consumer Research, 16(1): 1-38.
Campbell, C., 1987. The romantic ethic and the spirit of modern consumerism (p. 123). Oxford:
B. Blackwell.
Dann, G. and Seaton, A. (eds.) 2001. Slavery, Contested Heritage and Thanatourism.
Binghampton, HY: Haworth Hospitality Press.
David, L., 2017. Holocaust and genocide memorialisation policies in the Western Balkans and
Israel/Palestine. Peacebuilding, 5(1): 51-66.
Deme, Katalin. East European Jewish Affairs. Aug-Dec2015, 45(2/3): 252-260. 9p. DOI:
10.1080/13501674.2015.1058681.
Foley,

M. and Lennon, J.J., 1996. JFK and dark tourism: A fascination
assassination. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 198-211.

with

Ghadban, S., El Maalouf, H. and Zaki, M.A., 2015. Dark tourism in Lebanon: A bright opportunity
to be pursued. International Journal of Tourism & Hospitality Reviews, 2(1): 53-60.
Henderson, J.C., 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of Vietnam. International Journal of
Tourism Research, 2(4): 269-280.
Himka, John-Paul; Michlic, Joanna B. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 2013. eBook: 20. The
perception of the holocaust in postcommunist Ukraine, (p. 626-653 only).
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption practices. Journal of
Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Kim, S., Prideaux, B., Prideaux, L. 2007. Using Tourism to Promote Peace on the Korean
Peninsula. Annals of Tourism Research, 34: 291–309.
Kunwar, R.R. and Karki, N., 2019. Dark tourism: Understanding the concept and recognizing the
values. Journal of APF Command and Staff College, 2(1): 42-59.
Lennon, J.J., 2009. Tragedy and heritage: the case of Cambodia. Tourism Recreation
Research, 34(1): 35-43.
Lennon, J., 2018. Kanchanaburi and the Thai-Burma Railway: disputed narratives in the
interpretation of War. International Journal of Tourism Cities.
Light, D., 2017. Progress in dark tourism and thanatourism research: An uneasy relationship
with heritage tourism. Tourism Management, 61: 275-301.
Lischer, S.K., 2019. Narrating atrocity: Genocide memorials, dark tourism, and the politics of
memory. Review of International Studies, 45(5): 805-827.
Miles, W.F., 2002. Auschwitz: Museum interpretation and darker tourism. Annals of Tourism
Research, 29(4): 1175-1178.
Miles, S., 2014. Battlefield sites as dark tourism attractions: An analysis of experience. Journal of
Heritage Tourism, 9(2): 134-147.
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to thanatourism. International Journal
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of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244.
Seaton, A. 2009. Purposeful Otherness: Approaches to the Management of Thanatourism. In
The Darker Side of Travel: The Theory and Practice of Dark Tourism, edited by Sharpley,
R., Stone, P., 75–108. Bristol: Channel View.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The theory and practice of dark
tourism. Channel view publications: Chapter 1 Shedding Light on Dark Tourism: An
Introduction RICHARD SHARPLEY, p. 3 – 12 only
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a typology of dark tourism. Taking
tourism to the limits: Issues, concepts and managerial perspectives, pp.217-228.
Stola, D., 1997. Early news of the Holocaust from Poland. Holocaust and Genocide
Studies, 11(1): 1-27.
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A thanatological perspective. Annals
of Tourism Research, 35(2): 574-595.
Stone, P.R., 2006. A dark tourism spectrum: Towards a typology of death and macabre related
tourist sites, attractions and exhibitions. Turizam: međunarodni znanstveno-stručni
časopis, 54(2): 145-160.
Strange, C. and Kempa, M., 2003. Shades of dark tourism: Alcatraz and Robben Island. Annals of
Tourism Research, 30(2): 386-405. doi:10.1016/S0160-7383(02)00102-0
Websites and Videos:
The Rise of Dark Tourism’, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e3qWwa6cTU
Netflix series ‘Dark Tourism’, https://www.netflix.com/cy/title/80189791
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284420858
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcyLLr9m0NY&has_verified=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BlVW6Hxh_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbVwpAfelUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCJMQgfHXNI
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/germany/15-countries/individual-chapters/217nuremberg-nazi-party-rallying-grounds-documentation-centre-at-the-congress-hall
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/poland/15-countries/individual-chapters/529auschwitz
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/15-countries/individual-chapters/137-sarajevo-wartunnel-and-museum
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/greece/15-countries/individual-chapters/344makronisos-greece
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/spain/15-countries/individual-chapters/1069spanish-civil-war
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http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/greece/15-countries/individual-chapters/345-yarosprison-island-greece

Weekly Topics and Schedule:
WEEK
Week
1

DESCRIPTION
Introduction to the online course - Introduction to Dark Tourism
A. Story of dark tourism
-

Dark tourism roots: Black Spots Tourism, and

-

Dark tourism, as a concept
Introduced in 1996 by Foley and Lennon. These authors, perhaps, offer the
most authentic story of dark tourism (Foley and Lennon, 1995, 1996, and
1999) in their research studies. Their initial research studies associate dark
tourism with the sites of life and death of John Fitzgerald Kennedy (1996)
and the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum (1999). They define dark
tourism as tourism “associated with sites of death, disaster and
depravity” p. 46 (Foley and Lennon, 1999).

B. Dark Tourism vs. Thanatourism
C. Dark tourism and its place within tourism
D. Dark tourism as an experience
Useful readings:
Ashworth, G.J. and Isaac, R.K., 2015. Have we illuminated the dark?
Shifting perspectives on ‘dark’ tourism. Tourism Recreation
Research, 40(3): 316-325.
Ashworth, G., 2015. 13 Ethnic conflict: Is Heritage Tourism Part of the
Solution or Part of the Problem? Transformational Tourism: Host
perspectives, p.167.
Foley, M. and Lennon, J.J., 1996. JFK and dark tourism: A fascination
with assassination. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4):
198-211.
Ghadban, S., El Maalouf, H. and Zaki, M.A., 2015. Dark tourism in
Lebanon: A bright opportunity to be pursued. International Journal of
Tourism & Hospitality Reviews, 2(1): 53-60.
Kunwar, R.R. and Karki, N., 2019. Dark tourism: Understanding the
concept and recognizing the values. Journal of APF Command and
Staff College, 2(1): 42-59.
Light, D., 2017. Progress in dark tourism and thanatourism research:
An
uneasy
relationship
with
heritage
tourism. Tourism
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Management, 61: 275-301.
https://www.e-unwto.org/doi/pdf/10.18111/9789284420858
Seaton, A.V., 1996. Guided by the dark: From thanatopsis to
thanatourism. International Journal of Heritage Studies, 2(4): 234-244.
Seaton, A. 2009. “Purposeful Otherness: Approaches to the
Management of Thanatourism.” In The Darker Side of Travel: The
Theory and Practice of Dark Tourism, edited by Sharpley, R., Stone,
P., 75–108. Bristol: Channel View.
Sharpley, R. and Stone, P.R. eds., 2009. The darker side of travel: The
theory and practice of dark tourism. Channel view publications:
Chapter 1 Shedding Light on Dark Tourism: An Introduction RICHARD
SHARPLEY, p. 3 – 12 only
‘The Rise of Dark Tourism’,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_e3qWwa6cTU
Netflix
series
‘Dark
https://www.netflix.com/cy/title/80189791

Tourism’

E. Discussion on course forum discussions, and weekly sessions.
Week 1 - Forum discussion:
Q. 1: Why should we study dark tourism?
Q. 2: What are the main characteristics of dark tourism?
Q. 3: What are the basic differences between tourism and dark tourism?
Answer, in your own words, one of the above questions (approx. 200–250
words).
Week
2

Typology of Dark Tourism (1)
A. Introduction to dark tourism types:
Useful readings:
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a
typology of dark tourism. Taking tourism to the limits: Issues,
concepts and managerial perspectives, pp.217-228.
B. Typology of Dark Tourism: Consumption of Dark Tourism
b1. Dark Tourism as Experience,
b2. Dark Tourism as Play,
b3. Dark Tourism as Integration, and
b4. Dark Tourism as Classification.
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Useful readings:
Belk, R.W., Wallendorf, M. and Sherry Jr, J.F., 1989. The sacred and
the profane in consumer behavior: Theodicy on the odyssey. Journal
of consumer research, 16(1): 1-38.
Campbell, C., 1987. The romantic ethic and the spirit of modern
consumerism (p. 123). Oxford: B. Blackwell.
Dann, G. and Seaton, A. (eds.) 2001. Slavery, Contested Heritage and
Thanatourism. Binghampton, HY: Haworth Hospitality Press.
Henderson, J.C., 2000. War as a tourist attraction: the case of
Vietnam. International Journal of Tourism Research, 2(4): 269-280.
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption
practices. Journal of Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Lennon, J.J., 2009. Tragedy and heritage: the
Cambodia. Tourism Recreation Research, 34(1): 35-43.

case

of

Lennon, J., 2018. Kanchanaburi and the Thai-Burma Railway: Disputed
narratives in the interpretation of War. International Journal of
Tourism Cities.
Stone, P. and Sharpley, R., 2008. Consuming dark tourism: A
thanatological perspective. Annals of Tourism Research, 35(2): 574595.
Week 2 - Forum discussion: Choose one of the four ‘consumption of dark tourism’
and based on its characteristics describe one dark tourism place. Write and
support your answer with relevant literature (approx. 4-5 references, 200–250
words).
Week
3

Typology of Dark Tourism (2)
Shades of Dark Tourism:
-

Four ‘shades’ of dark tourism:

•

Pale tourism – minimal or limited interest in death when visiting sites
unintended to be tourist attractions.

•

Grey tourism demand – tourist with a fascination with death visiting
unintended dark tourism sites.

•

Grey tourism supply – sites intentionally established to exploit death
but attracting visitors with some, but not a dominant, interest in
death.

•

Black tourism – in effect, ‘pure’ dark tourism, where a fascination
with death is satisfied by the purposeful supply of experiences
intended to satisfy this fascination.
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Useful readings:
Holt, D. 1995. How consumers consume: a typology of consumption
practices. Journal of Consumer Research, 22 (June): 1-16.
Sharpley, R., 2005. Travels to the edge of darkness: Towards a
typology of dark tourism. Taking tourism to the limits: Issues,
concepts and managerial perspectives, pp.217-228.
Strange, C. and Kempa, M., 2003. Shades of dark tourism: Alcatraz
and Robben Island. Annals of Tourism Research, 30(2): 386-405.
doi:10.1016/S0160-7383(02)00102-0
Typology of Dark Tourism (3)
Supply side of Dark Tourism:
C. Dark Tourism Spectrum model
-

Dark does not always represent the same dark. He questioned what is
real and what is visual in the context of “what is a museum” (Miles,
2002)

Useful readings:
Miles, W.F., 2002. Auschwitz: Museum interpretation and darker
tourism. Annals of Tourism Research, 29(4): 1175-1178.
Miles, S., 2014. Battlefield sites as dark tourism attractions: An
analysis of experience. Journal of Heritage Tourism, 9(2): 134-147.
Stone, P.R., 2006. A dark tourism spectrum: Towards a typology of
death and macabre related tourist sites, attractions and
exhibitions. Turizam: međunarodni znanstveno-stručni časopis, 54(2):
145-160.
Week 3 - Forum discussion:
Q. 1: Locate an attraction (dark tourism place) in your country and describe
it in accordance to one of the four shades of dark tourism.
Q. 2: Choose one attraction (dark tourism place) and describe it in
accordance to the Dark Tourism Spectrum Model.
Choose one of the above questions and support your answer with relevant
literature (acc. 4-5 references, 200–250 words).
Week
4

Troubled past within dark tourism: 4 forms of troubled past based on
RePAST case studies (1):
-

What is troubled past, its story and definition?

-

Can troubled past be linked to dark tourism?
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-

Based on professionals and students interests we will analyze and
further discuss one of the four forms of troubled past:
o WWII and Holocaust,
o Totalitarian/ Communist
o Authoritarian Past
o Colonial Past

Note: Instead of readings, participants will watch relevant videos in order to
gain knowledge about RePAST case studies.
Week
5

E-workshop: on Troubled Past within Dark Tourism
1. Professional and students will watch documentaries and videos to
help them make connections/associations between their own
country’s troubled past and dark tourism.
2. Professionals and students will use their learning so far to critically
explain what went wrong and what could be done differently to
prevent troubled past in one of the following cases:
o WWII and Holocaust,
o Totalitarian/ Communist
o Authoritarian Past
o Colonial Past
Videos:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GcyLLr9m0NY&has_verified=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_BlVW6Hxh_M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WbVwpAfelUQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dCJMQgfHXNI
Websites:
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/germany/15countries/individual-chapters/217-nuremberg-nazi-party-rallyinggrounds-documentation-centre-at-the-congress-hall
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/poland/15countries/individual-chapters/529-auschwitz
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/15-countries/individualchapters/137-sarajevo-war-tunnel-and-museum
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/greece/15countries/individual-chapters/344-makronisos-greece
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/spain/1549 / 59
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countries/individual-chapters/1069-spanish-civil-war
http://www.dark-tourism.com/index.php/greece/15countries/individual-chapters/345-yaros-prison-island-greece
Week 5 - Forum discussion: Describe the impact of your own country’s
troubled past at different levels of development: personal, national, and
societal. You do not need to support your answer with relevant references
(200–250 words).
Week
6

Troubled past today
-

How European societies managed to map and commercialize their
troubled past within dark tourism?

Useful readings:
Ashworth, G.J. and Isaac, R.K., 2015. Have we illuminated the dark?
Shifting perspectives on ‘dark’ tourism. Tourism Recreation
Research, 40(3): 316-325.
David, L., 2017. Holocaust and genocide memorialisation policies in
the Western Balkans and Israel/Palestine. Peacebuilding, 5(1): 51-66.
Deme, Katalin. East European Jewish Affairs. Aug-Dec2015, 45(2/3):
252-260. 9p. DOI: 10.1080/13501674.2015.1058681.
Himka, John-Paul; Michlic, Joanna B. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press. 2013. eBook: 20. The perception of the holocaust in
postcommunist Ukraine, (p. 626-653 only).
Kim, S., Prideaux, B., Prideaux, L. 2007. Using Tourism to Promote
Peace on the Korean Peninsula. Annals of Tourism Research, 34: 291–
309.
Lischer, S.K., 2019. Narrating atrocity: Genocide memorials, dark
tourism, and the politics of memory. Review of International
Studies, 45(5): 805-827.
Stola, D., 1997. Early news of the Holocaust from Poland. Holocaust
and Genocide Studies, 11(1): 1-27.
Week 6 - Forum discussion: Using examples from particular countries and
societies, explain the advantages and disadvantages of troubled past
commercialization within dark tourism. You do not need to support your
answer with relevant references (200–250 words).

Assessment:

DESCRIPTION

Percentage (%)
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Active Engagement in weekly Forum discussions

100%

TOTAL

100%

Evaluation during the online course:
Active engagement in forum discussions and online sessions (via virtual campus)
Note that there are 5 discussion topics in total:
5 answered questions = 100 points
4 answered questions = 80 points
3 answered questions = 70 points
2 answered questions = 60 points
1 answered questions = 0 points
Detailed information you will find via virtual campus

GRADING SYSTEM: The grading system in the MOOC is based on an auto-graded assignment. Thus, it is
automatically graded upon submission.
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3. Report of Piloting and Testing (P&T) of university courses
This section provides an overview of the piloting and testing (P&T) of the two courses developed
for undergraduate and postgraduate studies. The P&T was considered an essential component of
the courses’ creation in order to assess the extent to which the courses’ content and methodology
fulfills the learning objectives. The P&T was carried out at the Cyprus University of Technology
(CUT) and CTL Eurocollege, at tourism-related departments, and was followed by feedback
collected by the students who attended the P&T. Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
restrictions, the P&T was conducted online among undergraduate and postgraduate students in the
fields of tourism, tourism studies, management, and event management.
The main objective of these online courses is to help students gain understanding of the concept of
dark tourism, which involves the touristic development of historical events and sites associated
with violence and death. Specifically, they aim to demystify dark tourism that focuses on places
with a particular troubled period in their past and to bridge theory and practice on dark tourism
and troubled past. Further, they aim to familiarize students on how European societies deal with
their dark tourism places associated with troubled pasts by focusing on different forms of troubled
past and their conflict discourses.
During the courses eight different case studies are discussed (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Cyprus,
Germany, Greece, Ireland, Kosovo, Poland, and Spain) in relation to four historical threats (WWII
and Holocaust, Totalitarian/Communist, Authoritarian Past and Colonial Past). Simultaneously,
throughout the courses various dark tourism monuments, major dark sites and events in other
countries are analysed – such as the Dracula Park in Romania, the Old Melbourne Gaol in Australia,
the Cemetery at Père Lachaise in Paris, the Weaste Cemetery in Salford UK, the Battlefields of the
First World War, the Museum of Holocaust in Oświęcim in Poland, and Genocide Sites in places
such as Rwanda, Cambodia and Kosovo.
Through online seminars and forum discussions (via virtual campus), the common aims of the
online undergraduate and postgraduate courses are to: (a) familiarize students with the concept
and theory of dark tourism, including its ontological, epistemological, and philosophical
underpinnings, (b) inform students about the connection between the concepts of “dark tourism”
and “troubled past” in the field of tourism, and (c) familiarize students with the manifestations and
forms of troubled past across EU countries and their actual and potential dark tourism
commercialization.
These undergraduate and postgraduate online courses have been organized in a way that students
can improve their research skills by writing a critical literature review around the contemporary
debates in the field of dark tourism. Simultaneously, students will gradually build their own critical
skills and understanding of the links between dark tourism and troubled past by writing a critical
essay of their own country’s dark tourism commercialization of troubled past. The learning
outcomes are differentiated and adapted to the needs of under- and post-graduate students
respectively.
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3.1 The P&T process
The P&T process took take place during the Spring term 2020/2021, drawing on the following steps:
1. A group of 17 high performing undergraduate students (from the Department of Tourism and
Hospitality of CTL Eurocollege) was formed, to assess the undergraduate course.
2. A second group of 15 high performing postgraduate students (from the Department of Hotel and
Tourism Management of Cyprus University of Technology) was formed, to assess the postgraduate
course.
3. Meetings were scheduled with the groups to introduce and explain the module via Zoom.
4. Module handouts and other relevant material were given to the students.
5. The meetings with the students took place as following:
• 1st introductory meeting between 12th and 16th of April 2021:
o 13.04.2021: The Department of Hotel and Tourism Management, Cyprus University
of Technology
o 16.04.2021: The Department of Tourism and Hospitality, CTL Eurocollege
• 2nd meeting between 10th and 14th of May 2021 – a discussion on the courses’ content:
o 11.05.2021: The Department of Hotel and Tourism Management, Cyprus University
of Technology
o 13.05.2021: The Department of Tourism and Hospitality, CTL Eurocollege
• 3rd meeting between 17th and 21st of May 2021 – feedback from the students was
collected:
o 18.05.2021: The Department of Hotel and Tourism Management, Cyprus University
of Technology
o 20.05.2021: The Department of Tourism and Hospitality, CTL Eurocollege
6. After feedback and comments were collected from the students, the written report was
prepared.
7. The students’ feedback and comments were used for two purposes:
a) the revision of the modules, and
b) the quality assurance of the project and the external and internal quality assurance of the
intellectual output on curricula development.

3.2 Student feedback
The question protocol
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After the course content was introduced and discussed with the students, the question protocol
was created for testing the pilot course among the selected students. The students were asked the
following questions:
1.

Would you undertake the course? If yes, why/ If not, why?

2.

Do you think that the course can help you in your future profession/career path?

3.

Would you change/add something in the course content?

4.

Would you recommend/suggest to your school mates/friends to register on the course?

Question 1: Would you undertake the course? If yes, why/ If not, why?
Thirty students out of thirty-two reported that they would like to undertake the course in the
future as a part of their university studies. They would be interested to learn about dark tourism
and troubled past discourses as a separate course in their study program curriculum. They
expressed that knowledge obtained after this course could bring them closer to the practical
realities of tourism in Cyprus and understand better dark tourism on the island. At the same time,
some of the students acknowledged that this course could help them understand better the Cyprus
problem and its connection to a darker type of tourism that draws on troubled past. Last, some
students emphasized that tourism on troubled past would be an opportunity to bring Greek
Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots closer to one another to discuss opportunities to jointly develop and
promote tourism on the island.
Only two out of the thirty-two students reported that they would not like to undertake the course
in the future. These students expressed that the sad and distressed information could cause them
psychological harm and life imbalance.

Question 2: How could the course help you in your future profession/career path?
The students mentioned that the course will offer them the opportunity to connect with other
students from trouble past countries. In this way, they could build a network, which they could
mobilize when working in tourism companies such as tour operators, and tour guides. Additionally,
students emphasized that the course could offer them the opportunity to understand how to
develop and promote dark tourism on the island, which they intend to accomplish in future roles
within companies such as tour operators, and tourism consultants. Some students emphasized that
they would like to be employed in relevant roles in the Cyprus Deputy Ministry of Tourism, and that
they could draw knowledge from the course to help the ministry and policymakers integrate
troubled past into the tourism product of the country.
Nevertheless, some students acknowledged that it would be incredibly difficult to focus their future
career only on dark tourism and troubled past. The students thought this is a very niche tourism
product, considering at the same time that Cyprus is well known for its sun and sea offering.
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Question 3: Would you change/add anything in the course content?
The students reported that they found more difficult the content related to the typology of dark
tourism, shades of dark tourism, and supply/demand, i.e. the content of ‘Week 4’, ‘Week 5’ and
‘Week 6’. The students revealed that these three weeks were more theoretical with little practical
explanation and examples. At the same time, the students indicated that they would like to learn
more about the mobile application of the program, and the way it works in real situations.
Based on this feedback, the courses will be enriched with more videos that showcase cases of
organizations and countries developing dark tourism products. More examples will be offered to
help students make more salient the connections between theory and practice in the area of dark
tourism.

Question 4: Would you recommend/suggest to your university mates/friends register to the course?
All the students emphasized that they would suggest and highly recommend the course to their
university mates. They suggested that the course could be offered to non-university people, and
especially tourism professionals, to introduce them to the importance of trouble past tourism as an
alternative to sun and sea tourism.

4. Strategy for the delivery of courses
The e-courses will be delivered through the online course platform LearnsWorlds
(https://www.learnworlds.com/), which offers many online functionalities for educators and
students and has agreed to provide the platform at no cost for the project’s educational needs. The
content and form of the online courses were finalized in September 2021 and are available here:
https://academy.repast.eu/ (see Figures 1-5).

Figure 1. RePAST academy homepage at https://academy.repast.eu/.
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Figure 2. RePAST courses at https://academy.repast.eu/.

Figure 3. RePAST MooC at https://academy.repast.eu/.
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Figure 4. RePAST undergraduate course at https://academy.repast.eu/.

Figure 5. RePAST postgraduate course at https://academy.repast.eu/.
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The MooC targets tourism professionals and is a self-paced course, which can be undertaken at any
time by interested participants. The course will remain active online after the end of the project, as
much as there is interest for it. It will be publicized widely by the European Federation of Tourist
Guide Associations and Clio Muse, a project partner. The other two academic courses will also be
offered online from October to December 2021 for the first time; depending on the interest shown
by prospective students, the responsible partner (Cyprus University of Technology) will strive to
offer the courses once a year in the coming years. Lastly, based on the feedback provided by
students and new literature, the content of the courses will be updated to reflect current and
emerging trends.
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